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APARTMENT PLANS: Pending approval from the city commission, Rockford Construction Company will build nearly IDO new apartments, 
targeted at student residents, near the GVSU Pew Campus in downtown Grand Rapids. The ground floor will take up to 15,000 square feet.
Downtown living
SEE A3 Rockford Co. discusses construction of GR apartments
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BY DREW HOWARO
ASSISTANTNEWSiaLANTHORN.COM
ockford Construction Co. is wait­
ing for final approval from the 
city commission to build nearly 
100 new apartments designed for 
student living on the edge of the 
Grand Valley State University Pew Campus, lo­
cated in downtown Grand Rapids.
Mike Mraz, vice president of real estate 
development, said Rockford is building the 
apartments with GVSU students in mind.
“It will be a popular spot for students to 
live,” Mraz said. “There's the potential for 
things like a community area within the build­
ing, a rooftop deck, outdoor green space as 
well as some other common space. Each room 
will also have its own washer and dryer.”
Mraz said the building will include 26 one- 
bedroom units, 50 two-bedroom units and 15 
four-bedroom units.
The ground floor will take up anywhere 
from 10,000 to 15,000 square feet.
“Students can expect to park on site instead 
of finding a spot on the street,” Mraz said. “It 
will be less than a block away from campus, 
which makes commuting for students much 
easier. The Laker Line will be constructed 
right next to the apartment buildings, making 
it even simpler for students who have classes in 
Allendale to find transportation.”
Rockford, which is known for construct­
ing buildings like the J.W. Marriot and the 
Grand Rapids Art Museum, expects leasing 
prices to be consistent with other apartments 
in the surrounding area.
Kristen Evans, assistant director of hous­
ing and residence life, said GVSU and the 
Rockford Construction Co. have a great 
relationship and hope to share information 
about what students are looking for in liv­
ing situations.
“They’re very interested in the voice of 
GVSU students,” said Evans. “They want to
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MOVING ON: Dwight Hamilton, vice president for Affirmative Action and Title IX office, will leave in February to take a position at Smith Col­
lege. Hamilton has been at GVSU for almost five years, and has said he will be a resource for the university during the Title IX investigation.
Dwight Hamilton to leave GV in February
BY HANNAH LENTZ
NEWSOILANTHORN.COM
O
fter being employed with Grand 
Valley State University for al­
most five years, Dwight Hamil­
ton, associate vice president for 
Affirmative Action and Title IX 
officer, will be leaving to take a position as 
Chief Diversity Officer of Smith College, a 
private liberal arts college for women locat­
ed in Massachusetts.
Hamilton will be leaving GVSU on Feb. 20. 
Though the replacement of his position is still 
being discussed, Hamilton said that Title IX 
responsibilities will be passed on and will be 
fully taken care of.
As of October, GVSU has been facing a 
Title IX investigation regarding sexual vio­
lence on campus. One of 85 other institutions 
under investigation, Title IX responsibilities 
fall under Hamilton’s current position.
“I will remain a resource for Grand Valley 
as they go through the process of a Title IX in­
vestigation,” Hamilton said. “I will be available
to help with the procedure even though I have 
taken another position.”
The position at Smith College, initially 
brought up to Hamilton in June, is a cabinet 
level position that will involve working directly 
with diversity related issues across the univer­
sity campus.
“The job that ended up being discussed was 
an attractive opportunity to work with diver­
sity affair programming and compliance work,” 
Hamilton said. “I will be working to eliminate 
diversity barriers at the university through this 
position. It is truly a great opportunity.”
Smith College is one of the largest liber­
al art schools for women in the country. It 
was ranked 19th in the 2015 National Lib­
eral Arts Colleges Rankings. Hamilton said 
that he looks forward to working with such 
a highly ranked liberal college through his 
new position.
During his time at GVSU, Hamilton served 
several different positions related to diversity 
affairs issues on campus. In these positions, 
Hamilton worked to maintain a positive work
environment for employees and a safe and 
beneficial learning environment for students. 
Hamilton worked with his department to cre­
ate an “equal opportunity campus for all stu­
dents.” Additionally, Hamilton said he is proud 
of the university’s work to create a more open 
campus for students who identify as transgen­
der and for students whose religious affilia­
tions affect their academic schedule.
Though the future of Hamilton’s posi­
tion is still being decided upon, GVSU is 
currently in the search for a Vice President 
of Inclusion and Equity. The position, cre­
ated in January 2008, was made to show 
the efforts of senior leadership to make 
the university community more inclusive 
for all faculty and staff members, as well 
as students. Departments in the division of 
Inclusion and Equity include Affirmative 
Action; Disability Support Resources; and 
Inclusion Initiatives, Intercultural Train­
ing, Learning and Development.
SEE HAMILTON ON AS
GV opens prayer, 
reflection room
BY LUCAS EBCALA0A
NEWSOLANTHORN.COM
rand Valley State Uni­
versity has officially 
designated Room 2243 
in the Kirkhof Center as 
an open prayer and re­
flection room. The area is available for
all students, faculty and staff members.
Student Senate President Andrew 
Plague said the previous prayer space, 
a cubicle located on the second floor 
of Kirkhof, was noisy and too open. 
The cubicle was open to the sounds 
coming from the Kirkhof main floor, 
creating a distracting environment 
for those using the space.
“It was important for the space to 
be moved into an actual room, pri­
marily to ensure both dignity and 
quiet for those who use it,” Plague said. 
“This room is a much better sanctuary 
for people to frequent during the dayT
Both the former prayer cubicle 
and the new prayer and meditation 
room exist for members of the com­
munity who may not feel comfortable 
using the Cook DeWitt Center for 
any reason. The Cook DeWitt Center 
is mostly used by Christian groups 
and is mainly set up to accommodate 
that type of congressional worship. 
Other religions have different prac­
tices with varying needs, Plague said.
Though the room is intended 
for anyone seeking religious space, 
GVSU will not add any specific 
items for any religion. The room is a 
non-denominational space that will 
accommodate people from any faith 
or non-faith tradition, Plague said.
Users can bring items used for 
religious purposes in and out of the 
space as needed. There are cabinets 
located in the room so that student 
organizations, such as the Muslim 
Students Association, can purchase 
prayer rugs and store them in the 
room, Plague said.
As the room is finalized, simple 
cushions and mats may be added to 
the space.
“An ideal space would include foot
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Community as classroom 
DISCUSSES SOCIAL JUSTICE
The next Community As Classroom will teach stu­
dents about social justice and long-term partnerships 
through discussions with a group of panelists.
“Community-based Learning as Justice-oriented 
Education,“ which is sponsored by the Office of 
Community Engagement, is set to meet from 10 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m. on Jan. 16 in the University Club at the OeVos 
Center, located on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus.
Panelists will include Grand Valley State University 
students and faculty as well as people from the com­
munity. A question and answer section will allow for 
discussion with audience members.
For additional information, head over to www.gvsu. 
edu/communityclassroom.
GVSU TO AWARD SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WITH THE COL. RALPH W. HAUENSTEIN FELLOWSHIP
Grand Valley State University will award former 
Secretary of Defense William Cohen with the Col. Ralph 
W. Hauenstein Fellowship at the World Affairs Council 
of Western Michigan on Jan. 19.
The fellowship, which has been given to Secretary of 
State James Baker and President Gerald R. Ford, is his­
torically one of the greatest awards to ever be handed 
out by GVSU.
By being awarded the fellowship, GVSU is honoring 
Cohen in the same light as Col. Ralph W. Hauenstein, 
a man whose ethical leadership and public service 
continues to live on through the GVSU center of presi­
dential studies which was named after him.
The event will start at 11:30 a.m. inside the 
Ambassador Ballroom at the Amway Grand Plaza Hotel 
in Grand Rapids.
For more information, head over to www.worldmichi- 
gan.org
ARTIST ANO GVSU SUPPORTER DIES AT 82
Artist and Grand Valley State University supporter 
Cyril Lixenberg died on Jan. 11 at the age of 82 in 
Amsterdam due to prostate cancer.
Lixenberg, who was surrounded by family at the 
time of his death, was known among other things for 
donating more than 300 silkscreen prints to GVSU.
This donation helped establish the Print and Drawing 
Cabinet which protects high quality art pieces that 
were created on paper.
Lixenberg’s “United Sun" can be seen in Holland and 
is considered the largest sculpture in the area.
GVSU is currently in possession of over 550 pieces 
created and donated by Lixenberg himself.
For more information on the artist, head over to 
www.cyrillixenberg.com
} • 't ■*.•***
9ILENT MARCH AND OTHER 
EVENTS PLANNED FOR MLK WEEK
Grand Valley State University has planned a number 
of events during King Commemoration Week to cele­
brate the life of Martin Luther King Jr. At 10 a.m. on Jan. 
19, people can participate in marathon readings, craft­
ing, lectures or a film series that all aim to educate on 
the topio of social justice.
After leading a silent march, Sybrina Fulton will 
speak at 1:30 p.m. in the Fieldhouse about her experi­
ence dealing with death of her son Trayvon who was 
—shot at the age of 17 in 2012.
-' In addition, presentations by College of Education 
faculty members will take place on Jan. 20 through 22. 
The LGBT Center is also planning on screening a movie 
during the week.
The Community Service Learning Center will end the 
week-long celebration with Saturday, Jan. 24 dedicated 
-to serving the community.
For additional information, visit www.gvsu.edu/mlk.
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LIVING SPACE: Rockford Construction Co. has begun planning the construction of new student apartments near the 
GVSU Pew Campus. The building will include 26 one-bedroom units, 50 two-bedroom units and 15 four-bedroom units.
HOUSING
CONTINUED FROM A1
know what they want, and 
obviously they have to bal­
ance what a student wants 
with what they’re willing to 
pay for. I imagine further 
down the planning, they will 
reach out to GVSU students 
so they can meet the needs of 
their target audience.”
Evans said the new apart­
ments will be a great addition
to downtown Grand Rapids.
“It would be in the city’s 
best interest to approve the 
construction because it will 
bring jobs and more people 
living downtown,” said Ev­
ans. “Grand Rapids is a great 
place to be, and it’s neat to 
see this development happen 
as GVSU’s health fields keep 
increasing. More and more 
students are entering health 
fields, which means a lot of 
people will be living down­
town. The project is great for
everyone involved.”
The proposal includes 
the construction of two five- 
story buildings with a total 
of 91 apartments on a lot 
between Seward and Lexing­
ton avenues. A second-floor 
connection will join the two 
buildings, allowing residents 
to walk through without hav­
ing to go outside.
In addition to this, the 
Rockford Construction Co. 
plans to build a parking ga­
rage west of Lexington Av­
enue that will consist of 116 
parking spaces as well as a 
2.5 story apartment complete 
with an additional seven liv­
ing units. The construction 
of the parking garage calls 
for the demolition of four 
buildings, all of which are 
rental houses that will either 
be empty or not cost-efficient 
to repair.
If the proposal is approved, 
construction will start this 
spring with an estimated com­
pletion date in the fall of 2016.
PRAYER
CONTINUED FROM A1
washing stations,” Plague said. 
“However, that is clearly not 
possible in (Room) 2243.”
As rooms continue to 
change throughout the Kirk- 
hof Center, Student Senate 
will continue to look for a 
larger dedicated space that is 
equipped to handle anything 
users may need.
Alisha Booms, a GVSU 
freshman who associates 
herself with the Catholic 
Church, does not believe a 
designated praying space is 
necessary. However, she un­
derstands why some people 
may find that there is not an 
adequate space for all stu­
dents to use.
“The room does not de­
fine the faith,” Booms said. 
“As long as people are com­
fortable and they can prac­
tice what they 
believe in, the 
room should 
be open to ev­
eryone.”
Though the 
space is solely 
dedicated for re­
ligious use, the 
room will con­
tinue to evolve as 
many student or­
ganizations have 
changed location 
and developed 
into something 
different
“We are not searching 
simply for bigger or better,”
Plague said. “We have been 
seeking a solution to what we 
see as a significant inequity 
in the resources on campus 
for faculty, staff 
and students of 
Christian faiths 
in comparison to 
the resources for 
faculty, staff and 
students who are 
Muslim, Bud­
dhist, etc. We 
have been push­
ing the cam­
pus to meet the 
needs of these 
overlooked reli­
gious and spiri­
tual minorities.”
The Kirkhof Center staff 
will monitor the space to en­
sure it is used properly.
HAMILTON
CONTINUED FROM A1
With the search to fill this 
position to be finished after 
candidates visit the university 
at the end of January, Hamilton 
has full faith that the contender 
chosen will also work to main­
tain the same beliefs and inclu­
sion goals he had for GVSU 
students, staff and faculty.
“I have no doubt that those 
who will be fulfilling the need­
ed responsibilities will do what 
is best for the university;’ Ham­
ilton said. “Though I have not 
been directly involved with 
the hiring process, from what 
I have seen, all the candidates 
have impressive ambitions and 
skill sets to offer to the Grand 
Valley community”
“We have 
been seeking 
a solution to 
what we see 
as a significant 
inequity...”
ANDREW PLAGUE
STUDENT SENATE 
PRESIDENT
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Sustainability partners
GV professors attend worldwide conference
BV GABRIELLA PATTI
GPA TTItSLANTHORN. COM
a
 he City of Grand Rap­
ids and the Grand 
Rapids Community 
Sustainability Part­
nership were recently 
recognized at the United Nations 
University 2014 Global RCE Con­
ference in Okayama, Japan.
Grand Valley State University 
helped found the CSP. Norman 
Christopher, director of the Of­
fice of Sustainability Practices at 
GVSU, gave a presentation at the 
conference, joining representa­
tives from 77 countries and over 
129 Regional Centres of Exper­
tise (RCEs).
“The focus of a RCE is on educa­
tion for sustainable development,”
Christopher said.
Christopher gave a lecture at the 
conference focusing on the sustain­
ability skill set that students should 
have in order to be more employable.
Christopher worked with Elena 
Lioubimtseva, chair of the geog­
raphy and planning department at 
GVSU, to survey 70 Grand Rapids 
and West Michigan-based compa­
nies to examine the major areas stu­
dents have to master in order to get 
a job. He presented the findings at 
the conference.
Christopher said skill sets go 
through five levels: personal, 
knowledge, basic, technical, ap­
plication and leadership. At the 
university level, GVSU is offer­
ing more programs, certificates, 
classes and degrees that will give 
students the skill set they need,
Christopher said.
“It is a growing number, probably 
about 10 percent of all student credit 
hours are in courses, 
curriculum, majors, mi­
nors, certificates about 
sustainability’’ Christo­
pher said. “It is a grow­
ing interest for students 
at Grand Valle/’
Erik Nordman is 
a professor at GVSU 
who teaches natural re­
source policy, a sustain­
ability issues course.
“We are teaching 
skills in analysis, in­
tegration and collab­
oration,” Nordman 
said. “Those are really essential 
workplace skills for people choos­
ing careers in sustainability. We
are integrating knowledge from 
across disciplines”
Sustainability jobs are an im­
portant part of the 
job market: a govern­
ment report showed 
that there were about 
3 million sustain­
ability jobs. The ones 
reported on were pri­
marily in the areas 
of environment and 
social areas that were 
not heavily portrayed 
in the media.
There is a huge ca­
pacity of public, pri­
vate and academic sec­
tors in West Michigan 
that support and implement sustain­
ability practices, Christopher said. 
Christopher’s goal is to help stu­
dents gain the skills they need to 
get job opportunities within West 
Michigan. He said local companies 
such as Steelcase, Herman Miller 
and Hayworth have all been built 
on sustainability.
“Firms are looking for employ­
ees who can really be team play­
ers; it is a global workforce these 
days,” Nordman said. “We really 
see sustainability skills valuable 
across firms and industries.”
There will be opportunities for 
students to learn more about gain­
ing the right skill set to be suc­
cessful in the workforce at GVSU, 
Christopher said.
A sustainability mixer will oc­
cur sometime around March. The 
mixer will allow students to hear 
from people who have sustainabil­
ity-based jobs.
“Firms are 
looking for 
employees who 
can really be 
team players; 
it is a global 
workforce..."
ERIK NORDMAN
GVSU PROFESSOR
Leadership University aids in creation of e-portfolios
BY ALLISON RIBICK
A RIBICKtSL ANTHORN.COM
he Grand Valley State 
University Hauenstein 
Center for Presidential 
Studies and the Office of 
Student Life sponsored 
an information night for Leadership 
University on Tuesday as part of Cam­
pus Leadership Week.
Leadership University is a relatively 
new program that allows students 
to work with a staff or faculty mem­
ber in the creation of an e-portfolio. 
Students record important events in 
their life while at GVSU, such as com­
munity service, student organizations 
and personal accomplishments. The 
e-portfolio serves as an example of the 
student’s accomplishments and helps 
when they are looking to obtain jobs, 
internships and acceptance to gradu­
ate and professional schools.
Maria Beelen, a Laker Leadership 
Coordinator for the Office of Stu­
dent Life, informed students of the 
benefits of getting involved in Lead­
ership University.
Beelen spoke of how the e-portfo­
lio allows employers to see evidence 
of community service through the 
uploading of pictures and documents 
with the addition of a personal touch.
“By no means is it a replacement 
for a resume, but it’s something 
that every grad school will look for 
and appreciate,” Beelen said. “This
shows that you know how to do 
professional writing.”
The program is student-driven. 
Students are not required to attend 
any special meetings or meet with any 
Leadership University affiliates, be­
sides their assigned mentor. They are 
encouraged to meet with their mentor 
at least once per semester.
“We want you to be mentored by 
somebody you have a connection 
with,” Beelen said.
Beelen emphasized that students 
should get to know their mentor since 
they will see the student grow and 
could offer internships or job oppor­
tunities to the student.
Leadership University also helps 
students make a WordPress blog, 
where they can write reflections on 
completed activities and events which 
their mentor has to approve.
In order to finish the Leadership 
University program, students have 
to gain five stars. The star system is 
organized by different leadership 
categories: lives, professions and so­
cieties. When a student completes 
one element of each activity, writes 
a reflection, and is approved by their 
mentor, they receive a star. A student 
must earn four stars, or twelve ac­
tivities, and will earn their fifth once 
they graduate.
“It goes at your own pace - you’re 
your own leader,” Beelen said. “What 
you put into it, you’ll get out of it.”
Since the program is young, Beel­
en hopes that as more students join, 
Leadership University will be able to 
have group meetings to discuss what 
other students are doing.
“I think a huge part of anywhere 
you work is collaboration,” Beelen 
said. “I’d like to bring that into Leader­
ship University, or maybe teach classes 
on basic leadership things.”
Leadership University also sends 
out emails to its participants about 
beneficial events once they graduate, 
such as Career Center sponsored 
events and volunteer opportunities.
“It’s something that I’m really in­
terested in because I want to make 
my college experience as fruitful as 
possible,” said Kevin Chui, a freshman 
studying biomedical sciences. “And 
have something that can build my re­
sume, and make myself look good.”
Jacjyn Ermoyan, a sophomore 
studying advertising and public rela­
tions, also attended the event.
“I’ve always been interested in the 
leadership programs that Grand Val­
ley offers,” Ermoyan said. “I think that 
coming to the meeting was beneficial, 
even if one decided not to actually 
become a member of the Leadership 
University, because you’re able to learn 
a little bit about how to present your­
self professionally online and the im­
portance of it.”
GO TO:
www.gvsu. edu/leadership 
universlty.com
FOR MORE INFORMATION
STANDING OUT) Student Jaclyn Ernoyan (middle) and keynote speaker 
Maria Beelen (right) discuss the Leadership University program.
Healthcare costs on the rise in West Michigan
HEALTH RESEARCH: GVSU professors spoke at the Health Check Fore­
cast, an event where researchers present findings on health trends.
BY DREW H0WAR0
ASSISTANTNEWStSLANTHORN.COM
O
nalysts from Grand Val­
ley State University pre­
sented data at the 2015 
Health Check Forecast 
indicating increasing 
health care prices, a decreasing labor 
pool and greater expenses for women’s 
health treatment in West Michigan.
GVSU economics professors Sonia 
Dalmia, Kevin Callison, Paul Isely and 
Leslie Muller attended the event, offer­
ing research that explores the future of 
the health industry.
“My part of the Health Check Fore­
cast was to look at the expenditures 
and pricing of healthcare services,” 
Callsion said. “What we found is that 
healthcare prices in West Michigan 
are trending upwards at a rate that is
higher than we see in other areas.”
The Health Check Forecast is 
an annual event where researchers 
present their findings on the newest 
trends occurring in health-related 
fields. Research for this event was 
conducted in Kent, Ottawa, Mus­
kegon and Allegan counties.
Callison said other areas stud­
ied for comparison reasons included 
Rochester, New York; Louisville, Ken­
tucky; Buffalo, New York; Portland, 
Oregon and Akron, Ohio.
The issue of rising health care 
prices is not a new problem for West 
Michigan, Callsion added.
“This is the first time the Health 
Check Forecast has focused on ex­
penditures and pricing, but I think 
this problem has been happening for a 
while,” Callison said. “The traditional 
way of thinking about West Michigan
healthcare is that it’s a low cost/high 
quality area. What we can tell from the 
data is that the quality part is probably 
true. However, this idea that we are a 
low cost region is starting to change, 
and we need to reassess.”
There is no sure reason for why the 
prices in healthcare are going up, but 
Callison highlighted several possibilities.
“One possibility could be the 
changes in utilization patterns or tech­
nological advancement,” Callison said. 
“Five years ago, you would go to De­
troit or Chicago to get an expensive 
treatment, but today we have more 
advanced hospitals in Grand Rapids.”
Another reason Callison men­
tioned is the decreasing amount of 
competing hospitals in the Grand 
Rapids area
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Find a Planned Parenthood health center near you 
and schedule an appointment online 
at ppwnm.org.
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t’s here again. 
Winter has 
officially made 
its presence 
known to us by 
giving us another day and 
a half of no classes. I read
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being safe during the wintertime
on an online weather report 
that these winds we encoun­
tered were labeled as “arctic 
winds.” I’m sure anyone who 
spends enough time outside 
will agree that it can be very 
dangerous during this time 
of year, being so close to 
Lake Michigan and all. So 
how can we take the proper 
precautions against this 
hostile environment?
First of all, let’s focus on 
the cold air and the danger 
it poses to our hands and 
face. As I mentioned, I’ve 
been monitoring weather 
reports recently. On the 
bottom of one of them, 
there was a suggested ar­
ticle about frostbite and hy­
pothermia that I decided to 
read briefly. It mentioned 
how it is very easy in such 
weather to get frostbite of 
suffer from hypothermia 
and that it is important 
to keep an eye out for any 
symptoms that indicate 
something is wrong with 
the body. When it comes 
to the snowstorm we had 
last Thursday, it’s extremely 
important that we cover 
up as much as we can and 
don’t be outside any longer 
than we have to.
Okay, what about driv­
ing? In one of my previous 
articles, I spoke about the
importance of being aware 
of the season’s changes 
while on the road, but as a 
pedestrian, we must also be 
very wary of what could still 
happen while crossing roads.
It’s no secret that brak­
ing and steering won’t 
always work the way 
you want it to when the 
roads are icy or slushy. 
Therefore, we can’t always 
assume that someone will 
always be able to stop right 
away at a crosswalk, even 
if they are paying atten­
tion. As drivers, we must 
give ourselves a greater 
stopping time and try to 
avoid going at a speed
where losing control is 
critically high. As pedes­
trians, we need to watch 
ourselves if we’re crossing 
a street or walking down a 
road that has no sidewalk.
I remember several 
years ago, I was on my way 
to the nearby bus stop to 
go to school. I was walk­
ing briefly along a stretch 
of sidewalk only several 
feet from the road and saw 
ahead of me tire tracks that 
went from the road and 
across the sidewalk. I saw 
that our neighbor’s fence 
was destroyed in the area 
where tracks led to. These 
are very dangerous times,
and we need to be very 
aware of our surroundings.
While there is no 
foolproof method to travel 
outside safely, being smart 
and as cautious as possible 
is the best way to get from 
point A to B safely. While 
some people may not need 
as many layers and driving 
safety lectures as others, 
we must still take notice of 
possible early warnings of 
something going wrong. I 
encourage you as a reader to 
check out other winter safety 
articles, including my article 
on driving tips. It’s not rock­
et science to keep ourselves 
and each other safe!
QUESTION OF THE ISSUE
It there enough housing on 
or around GVSU’s Allendale 
and Pew campuses for 
students?
CARLEE LINDEN
"Yes, but if I was a freshman, I might argue 
that there isn’t. I didn’t have any problems."
YEAR: Junior
MAJOR: Diagnostic Medical Sonography 
HOMETOWN: Farmington. Mich.
DOUGLAS CHAMBERS III
’Yes. I think there’s enough, and it's very di­
verse - the housing they have. However, they 
need more parking spaces for housing.”
YEAR: Freshman
MAJOR: Biology and Education
HOMETOWN: Grosse Pointe. Mich.
CURT PICKFORD
‘I don't know about Pew, but I know they're 
expanding, so there should be more coming. 
Campus West seems to get pretty packed*
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YEAR: Sophomore 
MAJOR: Film and Video 
HOMETOWN: Kalkaska. Mich.
KENDALL GARAGIOLA
"No. I’m not off campus, and I almost got boot­
ed. A lot of freshmen had to go off campus*
YEAR: Freshman 
MAJOR: Nursing
HOMETOWN: West Bloomfield, Mich.
COURTNEY CARLSON
‘I wouldn't know in Pew. On campus, I would 
say no. It goes by really fast and then you're 
out of options *
YEAR: Junior
MAJOR: Athletic Training 
HOMETOWN: Big Rapids. Mich.
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GVL OPINION POLICY
The goal of the Grand Valley 
Lanthorn's opinion page is to act 
as a forum for public discussion, 
comment and criticism in the Grand 
Valley State University community. 
Student opinions published here 
do not necessarily reflect those of 
the paper as an entity.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn aims 
to be a safe vehicle for community 
discussion. The Lanthorn will not 
publish or entertain any forms 
of hate speech, but will not 
discriminate against any other 
views, opinions or beliefs. The 
content, information and views 
expressed are not approved by nor 
necessarily represent those of the 
university, its Board of Trustees, 
officers, faculty or staff.
Reader submissions on the 
opinion page appear as space 
permits, and are reserved for 
letters to the editor only, all 
other reader-generated content
can be submitted to the Grand 
Valley Lanthorn's YourSpace 
page by emailing community® 
lanthorn.com.
Letters to the editor should 
include the author's full name 
and relevant title along with a 
valid email and phone number 
for confirming the identity of 
the author. Letters should be 
approximately 500-650 words 
in length, and are not edited 
by the staff of the Grand Valley 
Lanthorn outside of technical 
errors for clarity.
To make a submission, email 
at editoriaigianthorn.com or by 
dropping off your submission in 
person at:
0051KIRKH0F CENTER 
GRAND VALLEY STATE 
UNIVERSITY 
ALLENDALE, MI 49401 
616-828-8276
WHAT'S YOUR
HAVE A PROBLEM THAT YOU 
NEED HELP SOLVING? SEND 
US AN EMAIL.
EDITORIALabLANTHORN. COM
PROBLEM
VALLEY VOTE
Do you think GVSU 
does a good job of 
commemorating MLK day?
YES 69%
NO 8%
NO OPINION 23%
THIS ISSUE’S 
QUESTION:
Is there enough 
housing on or around 
GVSU’s Allendale and 
Pew campuses for 
students?
LOG ON B VOTE
LANTHORN.COM
BLOG
Letter to the Editor: 
We are all 
Charlie Hebdo
By Dan Golembeski
LANTHORN.COM
GVL EDITORIAL CARTOON By Taylor Scholtens
3 POSSIBLE 100 NEW APARTMENTS BY 
GVSU’S PEW CAMPUS IN 2016!
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Now Grand Valley students will have more places to live!
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EDITORIAL l
Under construction
New apartments near the GVSU Pew Campus are much 
needed for a growing student body with housing needs
a
 here’s no question that
Grand Valley State Univer­
sity is growing every year, 
both in enrollment numbers 
and in campus development. 
Due to the increasing student popula­
tion and the desire to live on or close to 
campus, Rockford Construction Co. is 
preparing to undertake another necessary 
and timely project - this time for more 
housing geared toward students.
The university has approximately 
25,000 students. While some of them 
commute, the struggle to find housing is 
very real for many others. Many of us have 
experienced the often annoying housing 
selection and application process, where 
we get up with the sun and sit in front of 
the computer to wait for the exact moment
housing becomes available online.
The second it becomes available, 
we hastily pick our preferred space, 
with no guarantee that we will actually 
end up there because that is just the 
beginning. We are thrown back into 
the lottery until a few weeks later, when 
we get to apply for the same housing 
again. If the odds were in our favor, we 
will receive the “Congratulations, you 
made it!” message that finally calms our 
housing uncertainties.
Although the plan to build 100 new 
units may not seem like a lot, the cre­
ation of additional apartment build­
ings near the downtown campus is 
something we applaud because it will 
help alleviate some of the overcrowded 
conditions in the current housing
available to students. Additionally, this 
will allow for added housing opportu­
nities for those students choosing to 
live downtown.
This is a step in the right direction to 
make campus a better, more comfort­
able place to live. It also helps students 
who want to live in Grand Rapids have 
more options besides Secchia Hall and 
Winter Hall, currently the only options 
for students on the Pew Campus.
Though students can choose to live 
elsewhere downtown, such as sharing a 
house with others, for those who want the 
proximity and convenience of having an­
other housing option, the Rockford project 
is expected to begin this spring, pending 
approval from the city commission, and be 
ready for students in the fall of 2016.
approach introductionsHow to
BY DANIELLE ZUKOWBKI
EDITORIALOLANTHORN.COM
irst week, but­
terflies and dread 
feel synonymous 
with the utter­
ance of the word 
“icebreakers.” Always expected, 
never accepted. Typical open­
ing game repertories never 
omit the old memory circle, 
two truths and a lie or some 
awkward inclusion of your “life 
story”.. Life story? I’m 19.
So many answers are on the 
backbumer from past classes. 
We rack our brains for some 
remnant of those responses we 
know we voiced. But it’s empty!
However well meaning they 
may be, whatever tradition 
they fulfill, as inevitable as 
these introductions are, so is 
the anxiety that drowns me.
One of my teachers put 
a creative twist on the intros 
this time around though. She 
simply asked, “What is your 
connection to language?”
I adore this new approach. 
It was vague enough where it 
allowed a spectrum but not 
as abstract as “Tell me about 
yourseir It was clear enough 
to answer it but not as limiting 
or tedious as name, grade, 
major and all the other general 
identifiers. The best part was 
its relation to the subject. It 
was the perfect question for 
the class - Foundations of 
language Study.
language, communication, 
verbal and non-verbal interac­
tions are such vital aspects of 
humanity. Vitality allowed 
nearly infinite interpretations. 
This added such a level of 
diversity to responses.
Some students felt a con­
nection through formal study. 
Through visiting a foreign 
country. Or from the varia­
tions of pronunciation, names 
and dialects in their own coun­
try. Their love of reading and 
writing. Through volunteering 
with special needs children. Or 
even interacting with children 
still forming their oral abilities.
Some had experience in 
teaching immigrants English. 
Or learning English themselves 
as a second language. A few 
related to language through 
their cultural identity.
Then eyes were directed 
toward me. For the first time,
I couldn’t think of what to say 
not because of blank space, 
but abundance. I write for the 
newspaper. Surprise, right? 
Books are a huge part of my 
life. I studied Italian for almost 
four years. Some American 
Sign language classes. So 
many of my friends in high 
school were immigrants.
My aunt and uncle are both 
linguistic professors. My 
roommate is from France. My
employers are Hungarian and 
Chinese. My family is Polish. 
My major is English education. 
The list goes on.
I felt assured. I was like this 
is what it feels like to know. To 
know the subject is something 
of passion. When you can’t 
stop thinking about your rela­
tion to the material.
This novel tactic to the 
unavoidable, ancient ritual 
might be something to transfer 
to other fields. Mathematics: 
What was your experience 
with math in high school? 
Philosophy: What is a question 
you would like to explore? Bi­
ology: What biological occur­
rence are you curious about? A 
few examples.
Urging the students to 
reflect and expand on their 
current knowledge on the 
subject is a fantastic way in 
not only indirectly learning 
details about the student 
but also introducing the 
class. It rouses active par­
ticipation. Sounds like a 
bright start to the semester.
• ♦ • ♦
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Language skills provide job advantages
BY DUANE EMERY
OEMERYOLANTHORN.COM
areers today are increas­
ingly more demanding 
than in the past. Pro­
fessionals need to have 
more skills than ever 
before when entering the work force. 
One of these skills is the ability to com­
municate, particularly fluency in more 
than one language. The benefits of 
speaking another language can range 
from a very specific skill set to much 
more generalized needs.
“German is good to know for en­
gineering and auto makers,” said Ryan 
Grabijas, a peer adviser at the Grand 
Valley State University Padnos Inter­
national Center.
Additionally, foreign language is 
useful for those seeking a career in a 
hospitality-related field because it is a 
job opportunity that can be found all 
around the world, Grabijas said.
Megan Lendman, another peer 
adviser currently enrolled in Chinese
studies, said seven of the 15 students 
she studied abroad with now live and 
work permanently in the country 
where they studied abroad. However, 
she also said it is common for jobs to­
day to require professionals from the 
United States to visit other countries 
on a regular basis.
Using foreign language skills in this 
way can be difficult, Lendman said.
“I feel like I could take care of my­
self, but I don’t think I could be pro­
ficient in a Chinese business setting,” 
Lendman said. “You need to be there, 
you need to have immersion.”
GVSU peer advisers recognize 
the limitations in a classroom setting 
when attempting to master another 
language. Often, students attempting 
to be proficient in a foreign language 
need the experience of being sur­
rounded by native speakers in their 
respective fields of study. This option 
may be too demanding or too out-of­
focus of their career goals, but foreign 
language skills are valued in many
other ways.
“Its not always just understanding a 
language but the process that goes into 
that,” said Stephanie Dombrowski, the 
assistant director at the Career Center. 
“It requires a lot of skills you are gain­
ing, such as discipline. Employers look 
at that as being very important.”
Though there is a large commit­
ment involved with learning another 
language, employers will see students’ 
hard work as an indication of their abil­
ity to commit to their perspective job.
The ability to understand differ­
ent viewpoints and maintain cultural 
competency are assets to any employ­
er, Dombrowski said.
“It boils down to a skill base - em­
ployers want to hire students that have 
real, tangible skills,” Dombrowski said.
For this reason, regardless of career 
fields, a base knowledge of language 
and other cultural elements can bring 
a lot to a job.
The amount of additional money 
employees can make based off of their
BECOMING FLUENT: Students James McAlloon (right) and Nicolo' 
Genovali (left) work on projects in the Language Resource Center.
language skills may depend on their 
career field and the job requirements. 
However, according to Dombrowski, 
being more skilled than other appli­
cants always gives leverage when ap­
plying for jobs.
“The market for new grads is very 
competitive; knowing a language helps 
your marketability,” Dombrowski said. 
“It gives them a tool in negotiations. 
If they want to negotiate, they have 
something tangible to negotiate with.”
HEALTHCARE
CONTINUED FROM A3
“I think there is also less com­
petition,” Callison said. “There’s 
been a trend around the country 
toward consolidation which re­
duces competition.”
Ultimately, con- mmm
solidation of different 
aspects of the health 
industry leads to the 
merging of hospitals, 
which, in turn, decreas­
es the competition and 
raises healthcare prices.
Another possibil­
ity could be the shift­
ing demographic in 
the area resulting in a 
greater concentration 
of older people than 
younger in West Michi­
gan, Callison added.
Dalmia said this shifting demo­
graphic could cause bigger problems 
down the road.
“If this trend of shifting demo­
graphics continues, we are going to 
face the challenge of an increasing
“...we are going 
to face the 
challenge of 
an increasing 
number of heEdth 
problems..."
SONIA DALMIA
GVSU PROFESSOR
number of health problems, an in­
crease of healthcare utilization and a 
limited labor pool,” Dalmia said.
Dalmia also said the cost for treat­
ing women’s health is also on the rise.
“Fifty-one percent of the popula­
tion is female, and a majority of these 
women are in child bearing ages of 
15 to 44,” Dalmia said. 
“Given that women are 
the primary caregivers 
for children and elderly 
parents, the cost of 
treating women’s health 
issues are magnified be­
yond the cost of treating 
them individually”
West Michigan 
could save a total of 
$13.4 million each year 
if instances of pre-term 
and low birth weight 
babies were reduced by 
20 percent, Dalmia said 
With this compre­
hensive look at healthcare’s rising costs, 
students and community members in 
the surrounding area may be affected 
when looking at health-related needs.
For a closer look at the data, go to 
http://www.gvsu.edu/vphealth/.
Future investment of G3 camp benefits GV
BY CONSTANCE TURNBULL
NEWSOLANTHORN.COM
egistration for the 
fourth annual Grand­
parents, Grandkids, 
Grand Valley (G3) 
summer camp at 
Grand Valley State University is 
open now until April 30. The camp 
takes place June 23-25, allowing 
children ages 8 through 12 to at­
tend hands-on classes with their 
grandparents, who will accompany 
their grandkids to each session, 
creating a learning experience for 
both generations.
The camp is hosted by the 
GVSU Regional Math and Science 
Center (RMSC).
Margo Dill, RMSC program 
director, explained that these 
types of camps are becoming 
very popular across the state. 
Central Michigan University 
and Albion College are among 
the many Michigan education 
institutions that have a similarly
generated program.
“Michigan State has had a grand­
parents camp for over 10 years,” she 
said. “The idea originated at the 
University of Wisconsin and has 
grown over time.”
Although there is a registration 
fee to cover costs and living expens­
es, Dill believes that the real benefit 
this program has for GVSU is in fu­
ture investment.
“Our main goal is to get grand­
children thinking about what they 
want to do in college and where 
they want to go,” Dill said, adding 
that the event also benefits GVSU 
in that it showcases facilities, fac­
ulty and staff.
Other goals of the event in­
clude creating family bonds, giv­
ing children an experience of 
college life and making positive 
memories. By showcasing oppor­
tunities to these young students, 
these memories may come back to 
the campers years down the line 
when they are considering wheth­
er to attend GVSU.
“We hope to provide a positive 
experience for both generations 
that helps to strengthen the rela­
tionship and to get the children on 
a college campus to experience a bit 
of college life,” Dill said.
The RMSC aims to provide and 
coordinate leadership services and 
programs to achieve excellence in the 
teaching, learning and application of 
mathematics and science.
G3 Camp participants will 
spend three days and two nights 
in the Niemeyer Living Center on 
campus to explore and engage in 
various evening activities, such 
as swimming, rock climbing and 
using campus facilities to watch 
movies. Additional activities in­
clude creating a Zen-inspired gar­
den, learning about sound, testing 
solar-powered devices and com­
peting puzzles and clues about the 
eco-friendly features of the Mary 
Idema Pew Library.
For more information or to reg­
ister for the summer camp, visit 
www.gvsu.edu/g3/. v
GET READY FOR YOUR SEASON
Whether you exercise for athletics, the beach, 
or just to feel good, check out this year’s 
FITNESSFOCUS expo by Mind Over Matter 
Health and Wellness. Get tips, test gear, and
sample supplements!
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mindovermatterss.co
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Grandville Red Lobster
Russo's Pizza
(616) 530-3200
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STUOV ABROAO FAIR
Interested in discovering a completely new 
culture but not sure which one to choose? Study 
abroad will be hosting its winter semester fair to­
day from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the Henry Hall Atrium 
of the Padnos Hall of Science. Multiple booths will 
be set up to showcase the wide range of oppor­
tunities for students who are interested in study 
abroad programs. Come meet fellow peers and 
faculty who have participated in these programs 
or simply stop by to ask questions'about program 
selection, funding and more.
SATURDAY NI6HT DIVE
Come kick off the semester with a laughl Enjoy 
the first Saturday Night Dive of the semester 
by dropping by Area 51 in the Kirkhof Center. Be 
prepared to break out in unstoppable laughter, as 
fellow Lakers will be taking the stage to perform 
standup comedy for 2 hours straight. Bring your 
friends for this free night of comedy taking place 
this Saturday from 9-11 p.m. If you’re interested in 
performing, contact Spotlight Productions com­
edy sector at comedygv@)gmail.com
ANNIE AT BROADWAY 6R
After much anticipation, the Tony award-winning 
production, and childhood favorite, "Annie" will be 
hitting the stage of the DeVos Performance Hall 
this week. It's a fun musical for everyone, and fol­
lows little orphan Annie who is determined to find 
her parents after being abandoned at an orphan­
age years ago. With the help of her friends, Annie 
partakes in a series of adventures within the busy 
world of New York. The show will appear at 7:30 p.m. 
tonight, 2 p.m. on Friday, 7:30 p.m. on Saturday and 
Sunday at 1 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. For a full list of times 
and ticket prices, visit www.broadwaygrandrapids. 
com/shows/1415/annie/
DON FRIESEN
Stand-up comedian Don Friesen will grace the 
stage of Dr. Grins at The B.O.B. this weekend, bring­
ing along his fresh and frenetic comedy styles. 
Exploiting his flaws all for the fun of it, Friesen’s 
shows have won him the San Francisco International 
Comedy Competition and earned him die-hard fans 
throughout the country. His shows have a broad 
appeal where Friesen incorporates fun, clever and 
clean stories for the greatest laughs. He is set to 
appear tonight through Saturday. For an entire list 
of show times and ticket prices, visit 20-monroe. 
seatengine.com/venues/dr-grins
POP SCHOLARS
The Grand Rapids Press refers to them as, "Smart, 
risk-taking comedy that invites the audience in 
on the performance." These four Grand Rapids 
natives will be bringing their show to the Wealthy 
Theatre on Friday, who can easily be summed up 
as a fast-paced improv team. Aside from perform­
ing all over the Midwest, they perform public 
shows at Wealthy Theatre monthly, and make 
yearly appearances at Grand Rapids’ comedy fes­
tival and Laughfest. Friday’s show begins at 8 p.m. 
in the Peter Wege Auditorium with general admis­
sion at $10, $8 in advance. To purchase tickets, 
visit www.grcmc.org/event/7732.
GV student turns family farm into local meadery
LOCAL LIQUOR: GVSU student Jacob Heiss poses in front of the Blue Bridge in downtown Grand Rapids. Heiss plans to 
expand his family’s farm in Ravenna. Mich, into a local meadery by utilizing berries and other crops grown on their land.
BY COLLEEN 8CH0NFIEL0
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arrying on a family business 
that has been around for 
nearly 90 years can certainly 
place pressure on someone, 
but when it involves having 
the aspiration to expand it into an entirely 
new and innovative direction, that pressure 
often turns into passion.
As the soon-to-be first student to 
graduate Grand Valley State University 
with a bachelors degree in general man­
agement and entrepreneurship, senior 
Jacob Heiss plans to utilize his degree by 
combining his experience and expertise 
as a fifth-generation farmer to expand 
his family’s farm into a local meadery - a 
place that produces alcoholic drinks us­
ing fermented honey and water.
“The business electives I’ve taken 
have helped me in learning how to have 
financial structure and implement busi­
ness plans,” Heiss said. “GVSU has also 
provided me with resources such as the 
Sprout Lab, CEI and CEO club and the 
Small Business Development Center.”
Heiss Farms, a 300-acre family-owned 
business located in Ravenna, grows and 
produces flower-hanging baskets, veg­
etables, blueberries, potatoes, onions and 
honey using black, organic soil To contrib­
ute toward the farm’s new product develop* 
ment, Heiss had the idea of starting his own 
business that would use the farms crops to 
extend his family’s product line, an exten­
sion he named Muckflat Meadery.
Growing up in the agricultural busi­
ness, Heiss stumbled upon the vision of 
developing his own business through 
experimentation with crops. Discover­
ing that honey and blueberries could be 
turned into wine and mead, Heiss began 
collaborating with local stakeholders to
incorporate the traditions of his family 
farm into a business of his own.
According to its website, Muckflat 
Meadery produces seasonal brews that 
use fresh fruit from the West Michigan 
area with a heavy focus in Heiss Farms. 
Each handcrafted batch of mead is 
unique to the season and location of the 
fruit. The brews are light and carbonated 
with a six percent alcohol level and can 
be comparable to hard ciders.
“Right now, were in the process of 
obtaining a liquor license in order to 
sell the products,” Heiss said. “The ear­
liest we’re expecting to have it would be 
September and the latest would be at 
the beginning of 2016.”
In an attempt to turn Muckflat Mead­
ery into West Michigan’s leading craft 
beer producer, Heiss has been working 
alongside Logan Knoper, a GVSU stu­
dent majoring in geology, who shares the 
same interest for craft beer.
“I decided to become involved be­
cause of my love for the craft beer indus­
try and desire to apply my geology ma­
jor to things outside the norm,” Knoper 
said. “Jake Heiss is very passionate about 
what he is starting, and he makes others 
around him want to be a part of it.”
Knoper has been with Muckflat Mead­
ery for a couple months, where he has 
been working to combine Heiss’ business 
knowledge with his geology background.
“Ultimately, we will be working to fo­
cus on the chemistry of the ingredients 
and the quality of water used in making 
the mead,” Knoper said. “Jake and I will 
also be working on co-brewing braggot 
meads (a mix of spices, mead and beer).”
Rather than simply a producer of 
mead, Muckflat Meadery also aims to 
serve as a business that will have an im­
pact on transforming the agricultural
image of West Michigan.
Megan Thompson, senior at GVSU 
and Heiss’ roommate, said West Michigan 
could not be a better area for his business.
“I think West Michigan is all about 
supporting local businesses and support­
ing individuals who have unique ideas, 
especially when it comes to craft brew­
ing,” Thompson said. “Its awesome that 
he (Heiss) wants to incorporate his family 
business into the meadery. It just makes it 
that much more personal, which I think 
goes a long way in West Michigan.”
As the craft beer industry continues 
to rise in success and popularity, Heiss 
said he wants to take a grassroots ap­
proach in terms of selling his product 
once a liquor license is obtained.
“We’ll most likely start by selling 
kegs and selling at local specialty shops 
where buyers can become familiar with 
our name,” Heiss said. “I want to stay 
away from stores like Meijer and Sam’s 
Club where (to a consumer) a product 
is just a product. I’d like to open a store 
in downtown Muskegon.”
Local government officials in Muskeg­
on County have sent multiple letters of sup­
port on behalf of Muckflat Meadery in an 
effort for Heiss to attain that goal.
As all businesses take time to devel­
op and build support, Knoper contin­
ues to have high hopes for the future of 
Muckflat Meadery.
“I can see Muckflat Meadery becom­
ing one of Michigan’s most respected 
producers of mead in the future,” he 
said. “I think the market is ready for 
it. (Heiss) is consistently ahead of the 
trend, pays close attention to details and 
is ready to actively engage in his com­
munity. West Michigan is the perfect 
place for Muckflat Meadery to grow.”
Snowshoe walks expand winter activity options
CLUES ACROSS
1. Cut into cubes 36. Game cube
5. Food flavorings 37. Priest’s liturgical vestment
11. Longest tenured ‘Tonight 
Show" host
40.2.1 km tributary of the
river Seille
14. One being educated 42. The golden state
15. British conservatives 43. Powder mineral
18. End without completion 45. Coat with plaster
19. Boater 47. Far East housemaid
21. Indicated horsepower 48. Digital audiotape
(abbr.) 51. Merchandising
23. Protects the chest 54. Libreville is the capital
24. Expresses pleasure 58. Incapable of flexibility
28. Stiff hair, bristle 60. Language of Andorra
29. Blood type 62. Repeat in concise form
31. Taxis 64. Dark areas
33. Ribbed material 65. Enough (archaic)
34. Young female socialite
CLUES DOWN
1. Disk jockeys 32. A large body of water
35. Woman's undergarment2. 9th Greek letter
3. Fish of the carp family 37. Essential oil obtained from
4. Medical prefix for within flowers
5. Short for synthesizer 38. Cripples
6. What part of (abbr.) 39. An explosion
7. Farm state 41. Of, French
8. Thermionic vacuum tube 44. Fish of the genus Salvelinus
9. Employee stock ownership 46. Bahrain dinar
plan 49. Banded calcedony
10. A crane 50. Giant armadillo
12. Filippo __, Saint
13. One below tens
52. In place of
53. Electronic counter-counter-
16. Tmpatiently desirous
17. Inflict a heavy blow
measures
55. Large package of cotton
20. As fast as can be done 56. 3564 m French Alp
(abbr.) 57. European defense
23. Ma‘s partner organization
25. Carrier’s invention 59 Check
26. Possessed 60. Former OSS
27. Invests in little enterprises 61. Not old
29. Summate 63. Goodwill promotion
30. Rosary part
BY MADDIE FORSHEE
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s notorious as 
Grand Valley 
State Univer­
sity is for its long, 
cold winters, it 
opens up many options for 
people to take part in winter ac­
tivities. To avoid the high costs 
of hitting the slopes elsewhere, 
a more local option is being 
offered to faculty and staff this 
winter: snowshoeing.
The Outdoor Adventure 
Center has been offering 
their weekly snowshoe walks 
for the past three years, open 
to any faculty or staff mem­
ber who enjoys snowshoeing 
or wants to learn.
“There are a lot of servic­
es geared toward students, 
but faculty don’t necessar­
ily have that option to take 
advantage of similar things,” 
said Joe Bitley, manager of 
the OAC. “This is my way of 
offering that to them.”
The OAC had decided to 
use the extra snowshoes from 
previous outdoor skills classes 
and turn it into an outdoor 
leisurely activity. While par­
ticipants can use the snow- 
shoes provided, they are more 
than welcome to bring their 
own - and they do.
Qucw \HU1
I was born on January 22, 1949 
in California. For roughly 20 years I 
was the lead singer of a popular 
rock band. I also was one of the 
featured vocalists who performed 
"We Are the World.” My nickname is 
“The Voice.”
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WORD SCRAMBLE
Rearrange the letters to discover 
. something pertaining to citizenship.
TNIA0N
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“As time went on, (partici­
pants were) people who already 
had snowshoes and just wanted 
an excuse to get out and walk 
more often,” Bitley said.
The weekly walks are mov­
ing to different locations this 
semester, alternating between 
the Allendale Campus, Aman 
Park and Grand River Park. 
According to Bitley, there was 
only one trail that they could 
walk in the time allowed, and 
it became repetitive to keep 
doing it again and again.
“In order to be practical 
for faculty, we really only 
have a solid hour of time be­
fore it gets dark,” Bitley said.
He added that the change 
of scenery will be welcome, 
and that it will continue to 
happen in the future.
Despite the frigid tem­
peratures this semester, Bit- 
ley said that he doesn’t ex­
pect to cancel a walk due to 
low temperatures because, to
him, there is no such thing 
as too cold or too snowy.
“There’s no such thing as 
a bad temperature, only bad 
clothing,” he said. “If you 
know how to dress for it, you’ll 
never have bad weather.”
Even if a faculty or staff 
member has no previous ex­
perience, they are encouraged 
to try snowshoeing as some­
thing new which could result 
in making new friends and 
networking with other faculty 
and staff members who share 
a common interest.
Though the attendance has 
been pretty consistent with 
each walk, Bitley hopes to con­
tinue growing the group over 
the next year and to start mar­
keting opportunities for faculty 
and staff to get more involved.
Snowshoe walks occur ev­
ery Thursday at 5:15 p.m. be­
ginning Jan. 15. For more in­
formation, visit gvsu.edu/oac.
Take an Hour to Change your Life
peacecorps.gov/openings
Apply today. ,
1.855.855.19611 chicagd@peacecorps.gov
• • • ♦ • •
»
JANUARY 15, 2015
GRAND VALLEY LANTHORN
# ICDGVLSPORTS SPORTS
A ~7
QUICK HITS
iMtiiiiiiiiMiiiininiiMHiiiMinnMiiiiiMiiiiniiMiMMii
BASKETBALL TEAMS HEAD 
TO UPPER PENINSULA
The Grand Valley State 
men’s and women’s bas­
ketball teams will cross 
the Mackinac Bridge 
hoping to improve their 
road records this week 
at Northern Michigan and 
Michigan Tech.
The GVSU women (9-3, 
6-2 GLIAC) have not lost 
a home game this season, 
but are 2-3 on the road. 
Brionna Barnett and the 
Lakers will look to con­
tinue their ascent in the 
GLIAC standings with a 
win against NMU (7-5,
5-3), which is 5-5 in its 
last 10 games.
Saturday’s contest 
at Michigan Tech (7-1, 
11-1) figures to be even 
more of a challenge for 
the Lakers. The Huskies 
surrender the fewest 
points in the GLIAC, and 
draw the largest home 
crowd of any team in the 
conference.
The Laker men (8-6, 
4-4) will also have their 
work cut out for them. 
Northern Michigan (6-8, 
4-4) ranks second in 
the conference when it 
comes to blocking shots, 
which could create 
problems for the attack- 
minded Lakers.
GVSU then travels 
to Houghton, the place 
where its 2014 season 
ended in the GLIAC Tour­
nament. The challenge 
for GVSU figures to be 
containing the GLIAC’s 
leading scorer, Ben Stel- 
zer, and the hot-shooting 
Huskies (9-3, 6-2) from 
the perimeter.
VOLLEYBALL TEAM 
INKS SEVEN RECRUITS 
FOR 2015
Grand Valley State head 
volleyball coach Deanne 
Scanlon announced Mon­
day the addition of seven 
players -- five freshmen 
and two transfers -- who 
will join her team for the 
2015 season.
All five freshmen are 
in-state recruits that 
will join GVSU this fall: 
Staci Brower (Byron 
Center), Jillian Butsavich 
(Milford), Madilyn Keller 
(Hudsonville), Brooke 
Smith (Croswell) and Tay­
lor Stewart (Macomb).
The transfers. Amanda 
Glaza (Grand Rapids Com­
munity College) and Dani­
elle McCormick (Indiana 
State), are on campus 
this semester.
All seven newcomers 
figure to compete for 
playing time on a GVSU 
team that relied heavily 
on its seniors last sea­
son. The Lakers advanced 
to the NCAA Division II 
Semifinals in December, 
falling 3-0 to eventual 
runner-up Southwest Min­
nesota State.
VARSITY SCHEDULE
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WOMEN’S HOOPS
Tonight 0 NMU 5:30pm 
Saturday 0 MTU 12pm
MEN’S HOOPS
Tonight 0 NMU 7:30pm 
Saturday 0 MTU 2pm
TRACK B FIELD
Friday vs Mike Lints Alumni Open
SWIM 6 DIVE
Saturday vs UIndy 2pm
Dynamic development
Dawson emerges as consistent 
inside presence for GV women
OUT FRONT: Kayla Dawson has be­
come a key player for the Lakers.
“I knew she wasn’t a typical freshman,” said 
guard Meryl Cripe, who is now a senior. “She 
loves the game more than anyone else and has 
always had a competitive edge.”
Cripe also said that since Dawson 
knew playing time wouldn’t be handed 
to her, she would have to get after it and 
work to become a consistent offen­
sive weapon. Dawson’s teammates 
have continued to challenge her 
during practice as well because 
they’re just as competitive.
“It’s in our nature to be ag­
gressive,” Dawson said. “But 
when practice is done that com­
petitiveness stays on the court.”
Since her freshman year at 
GVSU, Dawson has been striving 
to meet the expectations her coaches 
and peers have continuously set for 
her. This past summer, she was chal­
lenged by Burgess to become more of a 
distributor and 3-point shooter in order 
to become “the whole package.”
“The strength she carries herself with 
every day, her strong presence and hard 
work have taken her to greatness and will 
continue to in the future,” Burgess said.
Dawson’s sophomore season has be­
come a testament to her grind and willingness 
to become a better all-around player. In 12 games 
this season, she has scored in double figures nine times 
and has improved her shooting percentages across the 
board. She is shooting 49.5 percent from the field, 55.6 
percent from beyond the arc and 77.1 percent at the 
free-throw line.
She and junior point guard Brionna Barnett are tied 
for the team lead in points per game (14.0) - although 
the team dynamic is still the focal point for each player.
“Herewetotallytrustourteammates,’’Barnett said. “We
SEE DAWSON ON A9
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esire. It’s a quality that defines each and 
_ every action Kayla Dawson makes on and 
I H off the court.
A sophomore forward for the Grand 
Valley State womens basketball team, 
Dawson and her teammates were asked to choose a 
word they wanted to embody during the season in 
and out of practice.
“I want to be a leader on the court and at Grand Val­
ley’ Dawson said. “I try to live out the word ‘desire in 
everything I do.”
Hailing from De Pere, Wis., Dawson spent three 
years in high school amassing a solid career as both 
an offensive and defensive leader on the court. Her 
dominance on the court earned her multiple acco­
lades and, as a two-year captain, she led her team to 
the state championship in 2012.
Dawsons career didn’t stop there however, as she also 
participated in track and led her volleyball team to the 
state finals her sophomore and junior years. She was on 
track for an impressive debut at GVSU but, when her 
freshman year arrived, excitement was replaced with 
somewhat of a setback.
Faced with riding the bench early in the season, Daw­
son went to work. Her desire to play on the court became 
the driving force behind her swift rise through the ranks.
“She was the first one in the gym and the last 
one to leave,” said GVSU coach Janel Burgess. “She 
didn’t play until December but she refused to ac­
cept not playing much.”
Before her time on the court could truly begin, Daw­
son was faced with having to improve every aspect of 
her game. From outside shooting to low-post defense, 
Dawson spent countless hours in the gym practicing. 
That dedication would soon pay off in the team’s game 
at Ohio Dominican, where she tallied 11 points.
She would go on to score in double figures for the next 
11 games, and ended the season with the second-most 
points (9.8) and steals (23) per game. Her 4.8 rebounds 
per game average was the third-highest on the team.
Three ‘Woodenisms’ for GV
Lakers travel to UP this week for games at
IN THE GAME: Luke Ryskamp (23) looks toward the basket to make a 
shot. GVSU will travel to the UP this weekend after a loss at home.
BY JAY BUBHEN
SPORTS@LANTHORN.COM
a
ohn Wooden once 
said that adversity 
is the state in which 
man mostly easily 
becomes acquainted 
with himself, being especially free 
of admirers then.
Being especially free of admir­
ers after a 20-point home loss to 
a 3-10 Malone team, the Grand 
Valley State men’s basketball play­
ers have plenty of time — about 
8 hours — to become acquainted 
with each other on a bus bound for 
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.
GVSU (8-6, 4-4 GLIAC) has 14 
games to prove it’s worthy of an 
11th straight GLIAC Tournament 
appearance in March. The injury- 
riddled Lakers have the talent and 
experience to make it happen, but 
it won’t be easy in the suddenly lop­
sided GLIAC landscape.
1. “Being average means you are 
as close to the bottom as you are to 
the top.”
Northern, Tech
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No need to panic about a .500 
conference record this early in the 
season. But a comb through the 
league standings shows the Lakers 
are tied with Northern Michigan 
(which GVSU plays Thursday night 
in Marquette) for last place in the 
GLIAC North Division.
In the early goings of the 2014- 
15 campaign, North Division 
teams walloped their southern 
counterparts. As a result, eight 
of the league’s top nine teams are 
from the North.
No teams in the North have a 
losing record in conference play. 
Ashland (10-4, 4-4), which bested 
GVSU in a quadruple-overtime 
thriller in December, is the only 
South Division team without a 
losing record in conference play. 
Translation: GVSU has no time to 
play around.
2. “Failure is not fatal, but failure 
to change might be.”
Offensively, GVSU didn’t play
SEE BASKETBALL ON AB
Playoffs?! Are you kidding me?
Ducks, Bucks, brackets and the NCAA playoffs
BY PETE BARROWS
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O
s I gazed on entranced, 
observing the self- 
anointed THE Ohio 
State University clini­
cally wallop Oregon on 
Monday night, I was 
struck through the screen as if by a
charging 250-pound Cardale Jones 
after keeping the ball on a read-op­
tion with a series of epiphanies.
The first was that in some uni­
verse, I’m certain that Emilo Estevez 
discretely strolled into a Corvallis bar 
to start a “Quack” chant. In that very 
same dive, Joey ‘Blue Skies’ Harrington 
soothed a flock of sobbing Duck fans 
with a rendition of Billy Joel’s eternal 
“Piano Man” at the end of the night 
as Charlie Sheen drunkenly crooned 
Neil Diamond off in the comer.
The second was that Blue Moun­
tain State prodigal signal-caller 
Alex Moran would have fit right in 
at OSU with Johnny Utah and his 
alter ego, Shane Falco, and was bril­
liant in his aspiration to Peter Pan 
his way through school as a second- 
string quarterback. Although not 
quite as brilliant as Urban Meyer 
was for maximizing his bullpen.
Cardale Jones may be the 6-foot- 
5, NFL-ready, real-life manifestation 
of Radon Randell and played like it 
during the Buckeyes historic playoff 
run, but that must make Meyer coach 
Marty Daniels at his peak for trans­
forming his third-string quarterback 
famed for penning “Why should we 
have to go to class if we came here to 
play FOOTBALL, we ain’t come to 
play SCHOOL classes are POINT­
LESS” on his now defunct Twitter ac­
count from out of the NFL Jamarcus 
Russell into Heisman Tim Tebow.
For symmetry sake, that of course 
makes Joey Bosa Thad Castle.
The third revelation was perhaps 
the most poignant, and was recited 
along my inner monologue in a For­
rest Gump drawl: watching playoffs 
and college football come together 
was like peas and carrots. Appar­
ently, the nation concurred.
After 16 years of force-fed BCS 
computer rankings, the first-ever 
college football playoff champion­
ship broadcast averaged 33.4 mil­
lion viewers across the country, a 
21-percent spike in viewership from 
last year’s title game between Florida 
State and Auburn, and turned in the 
highest ratings in the history of both 
ESPN and cable TV.
As my inner eye shifted and I re­
imagined Keanu Reaves with a Rip 
Van Winkle beard running cross 
country garbed in a track suit and 
Bubba Gump Shrimp snapback, it 
occurred to me. As much as it pains 
me to ripoff the concept, why not 
give the whole playoff football bit 
a spin on the Division II level? The 
proof is in the Buckeye pudding, and 
there’s never been a better time to
SEE PLAYOFFS ON AB
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DIVING RIGHT IN: Grand Valley State University freshman Gabriel Souza leaps into the GVSU pool during the team’s home win over Wayne State last Saturday. Souza, who moved 
to Allendale from Sao Paulo. Brazil, is one of three new members of the No. 5 Lakers this semester along with Metin Aydin (Cologne, Germany) and Jesus Morales (Madrid, Spain).
Aydin, Souza set GV pool records in first meet with team
BY ANOY SMITH
ASMITHOLANTHORN.COM
ost names on 
the Grand Val­
ley State mens 
swimming and 
diving roster are 
listed alongside their respec­
tive states and hometowns. 
Others, however, need a coun­
try for clarification.
GVSU counts on a num­
ber of international students 
to contribute to the team’s 
success. Swimmers hail from 
countries such as Germany, 
Netherlands, Australia, Spain, 
Slovakia and Mexico. After a 
trio of recent additions — Me­
tin Aydin (Cologne, Germa­
ny), Gabriel Souza (Sao Paulo, 
Brazil) and Jesus Morales (Ma­
drid, Spain) - the team has in­
creased its number of interna­
tional swimmers to 10.
“It is trickier to recruit inter­
national students to the swim 
team because they don’t tour 
the campus or take visits before 
they decide whether or not they 
want to come here or not,” said 
GVSU coach Andy Boyce. “We 
have to get ahold of them via 
Skype, rely on a lot of the in­
ternational recruiting sites that 
give us information and then
tell them about all the oppor­
tunities that they will have once 
they come to GVSUT
For two of the new swim­
mers, Aydin and Souza, it didn’t 
take long to make a splash.
On Saturday against Wayne 
State, Aydin set a pool record 
with a first-place performance 
in the 200 back (1:50.44). Not 
to be outdone, Souza set a pool 
record in the 100 fly (49.68).
Junior standout Gianni Fer- 
rero is a prime example of the 
team’s international dynamic. 
Ferrero, who owns a number 
of records for the Laker pro­
gram, has been a key contribu­
tor since moving from Idstein, 
Germany. He said transitioning 
to a new country can be a huge 
adjustment for newcomers. 
“You have to deal with the
language barrier when you 
come here, having to have 
different classes and even 
meeting people of a different 
culture were a big challenge 
that I faced when I came 
here,” he said. “Even though 
it was a huge adjustment for 
me, it’s been a great experi­
ence. I am sad that I only 
have a year and a half left at 
GVSU, it was the best deci­
sion that I have ever made.
“We are like one big huge 
family, not only hanging out 
at practice but we hang out 
outside of practice. We all get 
along great and it helps make 
the adjustment easier.”
After their impressive de­
buts, Aydin and Souza figure 
to give No. 5 GVSU a consid­
erable boost for the remain­
der of the season. GVSU hosts 
three more events in Allendale 
before the GLLAC Champion­
ships take place from Feb. 11- 
14 in Jenison, Mich.
“We have very high expecta­
tions for the international stu­
dents when we bring them to 
the team,” Boyce said. “When 
we first look at them, we look at 
their international times and we 
expect them to continue to im­
prove their times, getting wiser 
and stronger throughout the 
season. We are looking toward 
them helping our team out in 
the conference and even at a na­
tional level.”
GVSU returns to action at 
home Saturday in a dual meet 
against the University of In­
dianapolis at 2 p.m.
PLAYOFFS
CONTINUED FROM A7
hop on the bandwagon.
Just consider the possi­
bilities.
If Division I can facilitate 
a four-team playoff with 125 
schools under its jurisdic­
tion, Division II, with its 156 
universities, ought to be able 
to manage at least a six-team 
playoff. But why stop there? 
Let’s go nuts with a 24-team 
bracket, and play the games 
out over a month long pe­
riod between late November 
and Christmas.
Sure, there won’t be the 
panache provided by incor­
porating classics like the Rose, 
Peach, Cotton, Orange, Fiesta, 
Sugar and Go Daddy bowls in 
to the proceedings, a deciding 
committee manned by Peyton 
Manning and Andrew Luck’s 
dads, nor a talent pool founded 
by 63 scholarships per team as 
opposed to the 36 permitted 
per team in Division II, but it 
could work.
It could work.
In fact it has worked since 
1973 when Louisiana Tech re­
covered from a 21-19 loss to 
Eastern Michigan University in 
its season opener to cap a 12-1 
record with a 34-0 dismantling 
of Western Kentucky Univer­
sity in college football’s first in­
augural playoff championship.
Go figure.
Fully reloaded after the loss 
of NFL hall of famer Terry 
Bradshaw and starting QB Phil 
Robertson of Duck Dynasty 
fame in 1970, Louisiana Tech 
repeated as champs in 1974 — 
just ahead of Central Michigan 
University in the polls. And so 
one of college football’s very 
first playoff dynasties was bom. 
It wouldn’t be the last con­
ceived, either.
Louisiana Tech, as well San
Diego State, Boise State, Dela­
ware, CMU, Akron, Western 
Kentucky and Troy all played in 
and or won Division II playoff 
championship games before jet­
tisoning for Division I. Despite 
the success each of the afore­
mentioned programs experi­
enced at the Division II scale, 
none can match Grand Valley 
State University’s credentials.
After losing a heart break­
er to North Dakota, 17-14, in 
the 2001 national champion­
ship game, GVSU defeated 
Valdosta State 31-24 in 2002 
to claim the program’s first 
title. The Lakers then avenged 
themselves with a 10-3 vic­
tory against North Dakota in 
2003 to cement a rare repeat.
A pair of triumphs against 
Northwest Missouri State in 
2005 and 2006 gave GVSU 
four championships in a five 
year span, and a runnerup 
performance to the Bearcats 
in 2009 gave GVSU six 
championship appearances 
in a nine year duration.
All six performances were 
broadcast on ESPN, although 
unless you attended GVSU or 
happened to have incidentally 
surfed away from Nick at Night 
after sitting on the remote, 
you probably missed it. If you 
didn’t, you were privy to one of 
the best kept secrets in sports.
Gone are the days of Bri­
an Kelly and Chuck Martin, 
but in the history of Divi­
sion II college football, only 
North Dakota State (5) and 
Northwest Missouri State 
(4) have won as many titles 
as GVSU (4). To tell a Laker 
that playoff football works 
is to explain that if you lie 
down underneath an apple 
tree for a nap, you take the 
risk of getting cracked in the 
skull when gravity decides to 
pull its spherical alarm clock 
down upon you.
Thanks, Newton.
It’s redundant, and obvi­
ous. As clear cut as the NCAAs 
blatant exploitation of what it 
affectionately calls its “student- 
athletes”. Amateurs that play 
in front of millions without 
seeing a dime. Indentured ser­
vants dressed in the freshest 
uniforms who help generate 
billions of dollars in revenue 
at major programs across the 
country while sacrificing their 
time and bodies in the pursuit 
of a national crown, regardless 
of whether or not they play 
school well.
It’s one of the worst kept se­
crets in sports.
Rudy was on to something 
when he proposed a playoff all 
those years ago, and it’s sports 
fans who benefit from his vi­
sion realized. The NCAA, too. 
A high-percentage of the ath­
letes passed along through the 
system with a free-education 
guarantee that isn’t promised, 
and then disposed of like last 
week’s Lanthom?
Not particularly.
As much as I’d love to see 
the evolution of five super 
conferences, an expanded 
eight-team Division I playoff 
field, a BMS movie hit the­
aters and for Division II to 
maintain its spot ahead of the 
curve, the next monumental 
change due to be made in col­
lege football is also clear.
That’s for the NCAA to ei­
ther eradicate the hypocrisy of 
a “remain eligible at all costs” 
status quo or to start calling its 
business what it is, officially, 
with ratified benefits beyond a 
free ride.
Just like the playoffs where, 
it’s an overdue movement wait­
ing dormant for an opportunity 
to manifest itself. Now all there 
is to do is stand by for 42 years 
until the big business Division I 
football-regulating bodies that 
be get it right.
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NO. 1 VS NO. 2: The Grand Valley State men's roller hockey club will take on Michigan State this weekend as part of a lE-team, EE-game tournament played in Grandville, Mich. The 
Lakers have lost just two games this season, both came against the Spartans. The first 50 students to show their ID at the game will receive a free GVSU roller hockey T-shirt.
Roller hockey: No. 1GV braces for No. 2 MSU
Lakers to host 22-game tournament in Grandville this weekend
BY MARK WASHBURN
MWASHBURNIBILANTHORN.COM
t 8 p.m. on Saturday, 
there will be hockey.
But it won’t be your 
father’s brand of hockey 
— this is roller hockey. 
These student athletes have traded in 
their skates for blades to compete in a 
high-intensity, high-scoring, four-vs- 
four juggernaut of a sport.
The Grand Valley State roller 
hockey club is hosting a 12-team tour­
nament this weekend against key op­
ponents from the Midwest Collegiate 
Roller Hockey League (MCRHL). The 
headline game is a battle between No. 
1 GVSU (10-2) and No. 2 Michigan 
State (7-1).
The Spartans have dealt GVSU
both of its losses so far this season. If 
there is one roller hockey rivalry to 
take note of, this is the one. Michigan 
State has dominated GVSU for five- 
plus years, but the Lakers are ready to 
knock the Spartans from their pedes­
tal of regional roller hockey glory.
“State is our number-one rival,” 
said senior defenseman Brendan 
Ryan. “We are looking to take them 
down and make a statement.”
Both teams are on three-game win­
ning streaks, and both teams sport po­
tent offenses.
GVSU rolls out a high-tempo of­
fense built on intensity and hard work. 
MSU has an uncanny ability to capi­
talize on opportunities on the offen­
sive end. For the Lakers, junior Dom 
Zuelch leads the offense with 16 goals, 
while MSU has the league’s top scorer
in Eric Purcell (18 goals).
On the defensive side, GVSU has a 
lot of work to do in cov­
ering the high-octane 
Spartan goal scorers.
< “We need to mark 
them and prevent them 
from getting any chanc­
es,” said GVSU coach 
Nick Dow. “We need 
to control their style of 
play and force turnovers 
in the neutral zone.”
A big key for the 
Lakers is creating odd- 
man rushes against the 
MSU defense. From 
there, they hope to 
capitalize on opportuni­
ties. Another key for GVSU is scoring 
quickly and early in the game.
"To beat themi.. UJU . ^
would mean the 
world. It would be 
the icing on the 
cake.”
ALEX STUTZKV
GVSU GOALIE
“Getting an early lead would be 
big,” Ryan said. “If we can get up on 
them, they will struggle 
to come back.”
What might be the 
biggest key to the rivalry 
game is the goaltending 
on both sides.
GVSUs Alex Stutz- 
ky, in his second year 
with the team, has put 
together an impressive 
season so far. Stutzky 
leads the league with 
nine wins and a .926 
save percentage. MSU, 
meanwhile, also boasts 
a talented netminder 
in Event Bommarito, 
although there are some differences 
between the two.
“We play the same style in net,” 
Stutzky said. “I just have to be more 
aggressive and challenge the puck.”
The Lakers are heavily promoting 
the rivalry matchup. The first 50 stu­
dents to show their college IDs will get 
a free GVSU club roller hockey shirt. 
The players are hoping for a strong 
turnout.
“We are hoping for a good atmo­
sphere,” Ryan said. “When everyone 
shows their Laker spirit, it will really 
help us get pumped up for the game.”
The GVSU-MSU game (Dl) starts 
at 8 p.m. Saturday at the Rivertown 
Sports Complex on 2605 Sanford Ave. 
in Grandville, Mich. Admission is free.
“To beat them would mean the 
world,” Stutzky said. “It would be the 
icing on the cake.”
BASKETBALL
CONTINUED FROM A7
well against Walsh or Malone last 
week — and that might be an under­
statement. The Lakers were able to 
put together an impressive second 
half for a 63-56 win over Walsh, but 
they scored 17 points in the first 
half of both games.
Why are the Lakers struggling to 
score? Injuries. Particularly, the in­
jury at point guard.
GVSU hasn’t had junior transfer 
Aaron Hayes in the lineup for four 
straight games. A hamstring injury 
before the season kept Hayes out of 
practice and, just when he started
to settle into the starting rotation, 
he suffered another hamstring in­
jury to his other leg.
Based on the team’s luck with in­
juries this season - that’s really no 
surprise. Everyone seems to be ei­
ther hurt or playing hurt, and people 
are missing practice. When people 
miss practice, timing is disrupted. 
When timing is disrupted, you wind 
up with 17 first-half points.
GVSU needs to adapt. It needs 
a reliable quarterback -- a “Rob 
Woodson” — that can confidently 
take control of this offense. If that 
doesn’t happen, this team could 
continue to struggle.
3. “A leaders most powerful ally is
his or her own example.”
Hold up: There’s good news. 
Does the team need a dynamic dis­
tributor to run the point? Yes. But 
from a personnel standpoint, that’s 
about all it needs.
I don’t think Ryan Sabin lets this 
team falter much more than it has. 
The senior leader is money at the 
free-throw line, and has the ability 
to take over games from beyond the 
arc. That’s a given.
Ricky Carbajal is looking as good 
as he ever has on the low block. Luke 
Ryskamp is confidently attacking the 
lane and getting to the free-throw 
line. Trevin Alexander is proving 
to be a rebounding machine and
Darren Washington is still keeping 
teams out of the paint.
This is a team full of fully capa- 
ble role players. The pieces are in 
place. But the leaders on the team 
need to step up and glue those 
pieces together.
The remaining 14 games are 
against GLLAC North opponents. 
It’s going to take win streaks, upset 
victories and statement games for 
GVSU to claw back into contention.
Every game may be a test, but, as 
Wooden once said, “We get stron­
ger when we test ourselves. Adver­
sity can make us better. We must be 
challenged to improve, and adver­
sity is the challenger.”
DAWSON
CONTINUED FROM A7
compete with each other but we’re 
always happy for those when they 
succeed.”
When push came to shove, 
Dawson proved that she could play 
above and beyond what was expect­
ed of her. Armed with a mentality 
that refuses to quit, Dawson’s desire 
to play the game she loves figures to 
make her a consistent player -- and 
leader -- for GVSU.
“We play hard,” Dawson said. “We 
play smart. We play for champion­
ships. We play for family.”
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Stingy blue-line play spells success for GV
Laker defensive unit shutting down opponents in £01*4-2015
BY ABBEY HAJISHEIKH
HAJI-SHEIKHAOLA NT HORN. COM
ith an impressive 7-3- 
1 record thus far in 
the 2014-15 season, 
the Grand Valley State 
womens club hockey 
players have shown their league 
that they mean business.
GVSU played well last weekend 
in its two-game series at Liberty Uni­
versity, the No. 2 team in the ACHA 
Division I standings, but fell short in 
3-2 and 2-0 losses. Not discouraged, 
the Lakers continue to work on their 
skills in practice and bond off the ice.
Perhaps one of the best-bonded 
groups on the team, GVSUs defensive 
unit has been very effective on the ice 
this season. The lakers have surren­
dered fewer than two goals in seven of 
their 11 games so for, yielding just 1.72 
goals against per game.
Co-head coach Sean McKernan 
credits the success of the defensive unit 
to hard work and communication.
“Our defense has been out­
standing all year,” McKernan said. 
“We have a deep core of seniors 
and were fortunate in that aspect. 
I couldn’t be happier with the way 
our defense has played all year.”
Defenseman Alexa Tenwalde, a 
member of GVSUs talented core of 
seniors, said part of the team’s success 
can be accredited to solid friendships 
as well as solid protection of the net.
“It’s nice, when we go on road trips, 
they always put the defense together in 
the rooms, so were always with each 
other,” Tenwalde said. “We feed off 
each other in practice really well and 
just have a lot of fun together.”
Tenwalde said she hopes the
ICE ICE, BABY: The GVSU women’s club hockey team gets ready to hit the ice to practice for the next game against Adrian College this week­
end. The team will communicate, collaborate and concentrate on maintaining their exceptional record throughout the 2014-2015 season.
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chemistry continues to improve 
as the team moves into the second 
half of its season.
“We have a pretty tough schedule 
coming up and, I think after how we 
played in Liberty, it’s really going to 
keep feeding into the rest of the sea­
son,” she said. “If we keep that mo­
mentum up, it could be really great.”
McKernan also has high hopes for 
the rest of the season, saying that the 
strong defensive core is, as a unit, vital 
for the team’s success.
“We don’t match lines or anything
like that, we just go out there and play 
our best,” he said. “Each player on de­
fense is pivotal in our success in get­
ting the puck out of our zone. No one 
player has been more important than 
the other, it’s a strong core.
“Communication is key out there 
on the ice. The anticipation you need, 
knowing where the other players are, 
even your (defensive) partner, know­
ing where they’re at so you don’t leave 
your team out to dry’’
The dynamic has certainly helped 
the team’s goalies feel comfortable
between the pipes. Taylor Watson 
boasts a 1.50 goals against average 
and a .930 save percentage in six 
starts, while Lauren Allen owns sim­
ilarly impressive marks of 1.73 and 
.929 through five starts.
Senior Hannah Aittama said the 
close-knit friendships and the ex­
ceptional communication contrib­
ute significantly to the on-ice effec­
tiveness on the blue line.
“We’ve really bonded this year, 
more than others,” Aittama said. “As a 
whole group, we really just mesh well
together. It doesn’t really matter who 
plays with who, we can all just go out 
there and do what we have to do.
“We’ve been practicing extremely 
hard. We, defense especially, never 
take a practice off. We keep challeng­
ing ourselves and the forwards, and I 
just think we have all been clicking re­
ally well, this past weekend especially.”
Defense figures to be key this week­
end, as the Lakers travel to compete in 
a two-game series at Adrian College 
(4-1-2) — a team that has surrendered 
just seven goals in seven games.
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First Year Leadership Exper­
ience (1/20, 1/27, 2/3, 2/10, 
2/17. 2/24)from 6pm-8:30
?m, location TBD. the First 
ear Leadership Explora­
tion is a 6-week leadership 
emersion program designed 
to assist newer leaders in 
creating and enhancing their 
personal philosophy of lead­
ership while developing ba­
sic leadership skills and 
learning about all of the 
leadership opportunities that 
the GVSU community has to 
offer. FYLE teaches leader­
ship through interactive 
activities and discussion led 
by student leaders and 
GVSU staff. Please contact 
Valerie Jones at 
jonesval@gvsu.edu for more 
info.
Stephen Sondheim’s 
COMPANY opens Jan. 30 
and concludes Feb. 8 in the 
Louis Armstrong Theatre. 
Tickets are $14, $12, and 
$6.
Take $2 off any number of 
tickets by mentioning this 
offer. Buy your tickets at the 
Louis Armstrong Theatre 
box office or call 
616-331-2300. Tickets may 
also be purchased on-line at 
Startickets.com without a 
discount. Tickets at the door 
are $1.00 additional.
Employme
Main St. Pub is looking for 
hosting staff and servers 
who have availability on 
Tuesdays & Thursdays from 
11-4. We are also in need of 
a marketing intern. Stipend 
provided. Please apply in 
person and ask for a 
manager.
Work on Mackinac Island 
This Summer
Hotel and Ryba’s Fudge 
Shops are looking for help in 
all areas: Front Desk, Bell 
Staff,
Wait Staff, Sales Clerks, 
Kitchen, Baristas. Housing, 
bonus, and discounted 
meals.
(906) 847-7196 
www.theislandhouse.com
For Sale
Calling all country fans! For 
sale are upper level club 
seats for Kenny Chesney's 
show at Ford Field on 
August 22. Hard copy 
tickets, $100 each. If 
interested contact 
248-513-0289.
For sale: Ipod Nano - 7th 
generation Red (Latest 
Model). Includes earbuds 
and charger. In very good 
shape. $77.
If interested contact 
banashaj@gvsu.edu
For Sale: Schwinn Airdyne 
exercise bike, excellent 
condition. Will sell for 350 or 
best offer. If
interested contact 331-7183 
or wezemand@gvsu.edu
Housing
3 bedrooms available Jan 
1st in large heritage hill 
home downtown 
Grand Rapids. House is 
walking distance to GVSU 
CHS building. Rooms are 
$400 each. If interested mail 
oliverka@mail gvsu.edu to 
set up a showing.
Housing
Looking for a roommate or a 
sublease ?, i need a place to 
stay for the winter 2015 and 
if can be extended to the 
summer that will also be fine 
by me. my contact number is 
6314045912 and my email is 
adjomahj@mail gvsu.edu
House in the Heart of East 
Town. Subleaser needed 
ASAP: $400/mo. Lease 
duration: ASAP-July 31. 
Fenced-in backyard, Art 
Room, Storage Room, 
Washer and Dryer.
If interested contact 
lendmanm@mail.gvsu.edu
HOUSE TO SHARE - 
$400/mo — 3 minutes from 
GVSU!
1000sq ft.2 bedroom, 1 bath 
furnished to share with one 
other 'FEMALE roommate. 
(Rental bedroom 
not furnished). 1 year lease, 
referenced required. 
Includes: water, garbage, 
SNOWPLOWING, 1-car 
garage, W/D, dishwasher. 
NO PETS. Please contact 
casalee@mail.gvsu.edu
Looking for a male or 
female sublease starting 
mid-May until mid-August. 
Copper Beech Townhouses. 
If interested contact 
haslerm@mail.gvsu.edu
Looking for female 
subleaser in Meadows 
apartments. Rent is $439 a 
month, ASAP - July. Private 
room, private bath. Utilities 
average to $30-$40. If 
interested please email 
hayesann@mail.gvsu.edu
Looking for some guys to 
room with in meadows next 
year in Style-A. If interested 
contact 
269-967-8710.
Looking for someone to take 
over my lease for the Winter 
2015 semester ASAP! 
January-Early May. $420 a 
month, Campus View 
Townhomes. If interested 
email vazgecl 1 @gmail.com
Roommate needed. Looking 
for a male or female in High 
Tree Town Homes until May. 
Rent is cheap. If interested 
contact 231-225-5032
Sub leaser needed starting 
January 1st. I live with 3 
other female roommates in 
an A style apartment 
complex in the village of 48 
west. HI give you my covered 
parking pass (worth $300) 
and my commuters pass to 
the GVSU campus.Lease is 
until May 1st. If interested 
feel free to contact 
hamiltca@mail.gvsu.edu
Subleaser needed for room 
in downtown off-campus 
house beginning January 3. 
Contact Taylor at 
taylorkeefer07@gmail.com if 
interested.
Subleaser Wanted end of 
Semester (April-August 
2015)
$400/month 4 bedroom, 1 
1/2 bathroom house. The 
house is located downtown 
on Valley Ave. NW. 5 
minutes to Pew Campus and 
20 minutes to Allendale. 
Washer and Dryer is 
included. If interested 
contact 231-633-4707
Entertainmen
A Cappell-Off, Saturday 
January 17th, 7pm at Allend­
ale High School. Groups 
from ail over Michigan, as 
well as Ohio, Indiana, and 
Illinois are invited to this 
'midwest' event! There will 
be prizes for Best Group 
Overall, Best Male Group, 
Best Mixed Group, and Best 
Female Group. This year the 
competition will feature all 
four a cappella group from 
GVSU!. Please contact 
Rachel Xydis, 
Xydisr@mail.gvsu.edu if you 
have questions.
Female roommate sublease 
needed ASAP: $400/mo. 
1000 sq ft 2 bed/1 bath 
partially furnished home 3 
minutes from GVSU. This is 
a sunny house on a lake - to 
share with one other female 
GVSU student. References 
and lease required.
Looking for a female 
subleaser for the winter 
semester of 2015 until May. 
January is already paid for! It 
is a meadows style A 
apartment bordering the pool 
and across from the study 
room. If interested email me 
at ruppm@mail.gvsu.edu
Looking for a qirl subleaser: 
Downtown Grand Rapids 
(Veto St.)
May 2015-July. $400/month. 
Free Internet and Trash. 
Willing to neogiate other bills 
(consumers/dte)
Please email 
koonsa@mail.gvsu.edu with 
any questions!
Looking for a male room­
mate to live with my and my 
roommate starting next au­
gust at the High tree town- 
house 3 bedroom! Contact 
ripleyt@mail.gvsu.edu
Looking for a subleaser 
ASAPH
48 West 4 Bedroom Town 
House (4 1/2 Bathrooms)
2 ROOMS available for the 
Winter 2015 semester! 
$445/month. Male or 
Female
There will be two guys living 
there as well.
If interested contact bor- 
dinr@mail.gvsu.edu
Looking for a subleaser in 
Copper Beech Townhomes 
in Allendale during the 
months of April through 
August 3rd. Rent is 
$390/month plus utilities 
(only electric). A girl is 
preferred.
If interested contact 
kingk@mail.gvsu.edu
Looking for a female sub 
leaser starting in July at 
Copper Beech. 4 bedroom 
furnished town home, $420 
a month utilities. Please let 
me know ASAP if you are 
interested
baldridb@mail.gvsu.edu
Looking for male or female 
subleaser starting January - 
Early May. Rent is $410 a 
month. 4 bed, 1 3/4 bath. 
Campus View Townhome. 
Call or text for more info 
616.272.8659
Looking for one female to 
live in Country Place with 
three fun, studious, clean, 
and lively girls! 9 month 
lease starting 8/25/15 
If interested contact 
cauzills@mail.gvsu.edu
Looking for one roommate in 
our house near the Standale 
Meijer. We live in a 4 
bedroom house with 3 boys, 
1 girl, and a kitten. Rent is 
$400/month, which includes 
all utilities. Please contact 
Kyle at (810) 922-8878.
Wanted
Wanted: cheap trombone. 
Working condition preferred. 
Contact (616)-453-8496 or 
vanzomec@mail.gvsu.edu 
with offers -
Student Org Events
Campus Leadership Week is 
celebrated January 12-17, 
2015. Sponsored by the Of­
fice of student Life (Laker 
Leadership Programs) and 
Omicron Delta Kappa Na­
tional Leadership Honor So­
ciety (0?K), the GVSU cam­
pus community is invited to 
participate in various events 
representing the Five 
Phases of Campus Life re­
cognized by 0?K during 
Campus Leadership Week. 
Please contact 
jonesval@gvsu.edu for more 
info or with questions
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